THE SECRET VOTE IN

REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLIES
TWO METHODS OF VOTING are uniformly recognized and followed; these methods are not interchangeable. The first is the vote by ballot which is used when an in dividual acts for himself. The object of this method is to secure for the voter complete and absolute secrecy so that he may be protected from any duress, pressure or outside influence. The term secret to describe a ballot is redundant because a ballot is by definition always secret. How the individual votes when he acts for himself is his own business; it is a secret he need share with no one.
The situation is completely different, however, when the individual is a member of a representative body, such as the Congress of the United States or the House of Delegates of the American Society of Hospital Pharma cists (ASHP). Here the individual is appointed or elected to represent a number of people. The Senator from the state of Ohio represents the people of that state who are entitled to know how their representative stands and votes on the issues before the Senate. Votes in the Con gress on important questions are always a matter of public record. The representative from the Ohio Society of Hospital Pharmacists represents the members of the Ohio group who are also entitled to know how their delegate stands and votes, as are the members of every other affiliated group. The constitutions of the several states provide, in essence, that all legislators' votes shall be viva voce. The purpose of this provision is to require each member of the legislature to vote publicly on the issues, to assume responsibility for his vote, to have his vote a matter of public record so that his constituents will know precisely how he voted. 2 At its Annual Meeting in October 1969, the Ohio Society of Hospital Pharmacists passed the following resolution:
Whereas, the use of a secret ballot by legislative assemblies violates the principles of representative government, and
Whereas, members of ASHP Affiliated Chapters are entitled to know how the delegates representing them stand and vote on important questions, and Whereas, a secret ballot was used twice in the ASHP House of Delegates at the 1969 Annual Meeting, there fore be it Resolved, that the members of the Ohio Society of Hospital Pharmacists oppose and condemn the use of the secret ballot by the ASHP House of Delegates, and be it further Resolved, that its delegates seek to amend the Regu lations of the ASHP House of Delegates to specifically prohibit a vote by ballot.
Such an amendment would correct an unfortunate practice recently started by the ASHP House of Dele gates. 
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